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April 23, 2013 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
Vermont Organic Farmers LLC (VOF) is the USDA accredited organic certification agency, 
owned and operated by the Northeast Organic Farming Association of Vermont.  VOF certifies 
576 organic farmers and processors to the National Organic Program regulations.   
 
It has come to our attention that a natural gas pipeline is being proposed to extend a 
transmission line from Middlebury, Vermont to Ticonderoga, New York.  Although a final 
transmission route has not yet been chosen, some of the proposed transmission lines would be 
routed through land that is currently certified organic. 
 
VOF is concerned that routing pipeline through organic farm fields would disqualify those fields 
for organic certification.  Producers with natural gas pipeline routed through fields may be out of 
compliance with the following sections of the National Organic Program regulations.   
 
205.2 Terms defined 
Organic production. A production system that is managed in accordance with the Act and 
regulations in this part to respond to site-specific conditions by integrating cultural, biological, 
and mechanical practices that foster cycling of resources, promote ecological balance, and 
conserve biodiversity. 
 
205.202(b) Land requirements 
Any field or farm parcel from which harvested crops are intended to be sold, labeled, or 
represented as “organic” must have had no prohibited substances, as listed in 205.105, applied 
to it for a period of 3 years immediately preceding harvest of the crop. 
 
205.203(a)&(c) Soil fertility and crop nutrient management practice standards 
The producer must select and implement tillage and cultivation practices that maintain or 
improve the physical, chemical, and biological condition of soil and minimize soil erosion. 
 
The producer must manage plant and animal materials to maintain or improve soil organic 
matter content in a manner that does not contribute to contamination of crops, soil, or water by 
plant nutrients, pathogenic organisms, heavy metals, or residues of prohibited substances. 
 
205.240(c)(8)Pasture practice standard 
The producer of an organic livestock operation must, for all ruminant livestock on the operation, 
demonstrate through auditable records in the organic system plan, a functioning management 
plan for pasture.  The pasture plan shall include a description of erosion control and protection 
of natural wetlands and riparian areas practices. 
 
As is evident by the regulations above, organic farms are required to protect the natural 
environment, conserve and promote biodiversity, and build and maintain soil fertility and 
structure.  Topsoil disruption or compaction cause by construction or maintenance of pipelines 
may result in irrevocable damage to the farm.  In addition, organic farms are required to protect 
their land from application of “prohibited substances” which include the use of fuels, herbicides 
and other chemicals which may be used in the process of construction and maintenance of the 
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pipelines.  Organic farms are required to provide farm land to promote biodiversity including 
providing habitat for beneficial insects and wildlife.  Constructing pipeline across these areas on 
an organic farm may impact the natural system of the farm as well as impact the ability of the 
farm to maintain their certification. 
 
VOF strongly recommends that routing of pipeline should be avoided on organic farms and 
farms in transition to organic.  If this is impossible, then provisions to mitigate risk should be 
created to maintain organic certification in these areas. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

Nicole Dehne 
Certification Administrator 
Vermont Organic Farmers LLC 


